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WHAT IS A PATENT?
A patent is an intellectual property right granted by the government
of a country and provides a monopoly preventing others from making,
using, selling or importing the patented invention without the patentee’s
permission.

WHAT CAN THE
OWNER (PATENTEE)
OF A PATENT DO?
The patentee has the right to stop others from making, using, selling or
importing the patented invention in the territory covered by the patent.
The patent also allows the patentee to seek compensation through the
courts for damage to their business caused by an infringement.

WHY SHOULD
I PATENT MY
INVENTION?
A patent can provide a considerable competitive advantage or a revenue
stream if you decide to license the rights to make, use, sell or import the
patented invention. Additionally, intellectual property rights can also be
sold, just like any other item of property. It is considerably more difficult
to stop competitors from copying your invention without a patent.
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ARE PATENTS
RELEVANT TO
MY BUSINESS?
While patents are still used to protect major breakthroughs in
technology, most patents protect less significant inventions which are
merely improvements making existing products or technology more
efficient, reliable, easier or cheaper to manufacture, safer, or more
useful. Patents are in force in all areas of technology, and we are well
placed to advise in all technical fields including electronics, software,
medical devices, telecommunications, aerospace, oil and gas, energy,
chemistry, life sciences and biomedical engineering. Abstract ideas are
not patentable in many countries, for example in the UK methods of doing
business, mathematical methods and artistic works are some examples of
non-patentable subject-matter. We can advise of other suitable types of
intellectual property protection available for non-patentable subject-matter.

WHAT ARE THE
REQUIREMENTS TO
GET A PATENT FOR
MY INVENTION?
The invention must be novel (i.e. not be known to the public anywhere
in the world) and inventive (i.e. be more than an obvious modification on
what is already known). Additionally, the invention must be capable of
industrial application, that is to say it can be made or used in any type of
industry. We are well placed to initially assess the likelihood that a patent
will be granted for your invention.
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NOVEL
INVENTIVE
INDUSTRIALLY
APPLICABLE

HOW DO I
PREPARE A PATENT
APPLICATION AND
GET THE PATENT
GRANTED?
Properly drafting a patent application and conducting proceedings at a
patent office requires specialist knowledge of both the patent law of the
jurisdiction and the complex procedures of the patent office concerned.
In the first instance, simply explaining your invention to us allows us
to efficiently prepare a patent application which we can file for you
at the appropriate patent office. We will then guide you through the
prosecution of the application until it meets all the requirements of the
patent office concerned. We use our skills, expertise and experience
of getting thousands of applications to grant to ensure that we get the
broadest protection possible for your invention.

CAN I FIND OUT IF
SOMEONE ALREADY
HAS A PATENT FOR
MY INVENTION?
There are various online databases and searching tools available to the
public. However, most of these are not 100% reliable. It is advisable to
use a professional patent searcher to find out if there are patents already
covering your invention. Another option is to file an application and
have an official patent office then search your application. The second
option will reveal the most closely related public documents disclosing
your invention, which is often, but need not necessarily be, other patent
documents.
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WHAT HAPPENS
AFTER A PATENT
IS GRANTED?
After grant, the patentee must pay renewal fees annually to the
government of the country where the patent is in force. If renewal fees
are not paid the patent will lapse and you will lose the monopoly rights
the patent provides.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE
FOR ENFORCEMENT
OF MY PATENT?
Governments of countries will not actively seek to ensure that nobody is
infringing your patent rights. Instead, it is up to the patentee to licence
the patent, agree a settlement or bring an infringement action against
an infringer, at which point the courts will determine infringement
and validity of the patent in suit. It is strongly recommended that you
seek professional advice from a Patent Attorney before approaching a
suspected infringer, as the law may protect them from unjustified threats
of action, resulting in legal action against you. Patent Attorneys can
analyse the situation and provide an opinion on infringement and validity
of your patent, along with advice regarding the options available to you.

HOW MUCH DOES
A PATENT COST?
The applicant for a patent must pay official patent office fees and
professional fees (if a patent attorney is used). Official fees vary in
different countries, so please get in contact with us for accurate prices
for your countries of interest. It is also possible to apply for a patent
covering multiple countries with one application in some regions. We will
work with you to develop the best filing strategy for your needs.
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WHEN CAN I TALK
TO INVESTORS
OR DISCLOSE MY
INVENTION?
The safest option is always to hold off disclosing your invention to anyone
until after your patent application has been filed. If this is not possible
due to investment or other commercial opportunities, you must ensure
any disclosure to potential investors is under a proper non-disclosure
agreement. Please remember not to post pictures or videos of your
invention on social media platforms until after filing.

DO I NEED A PATENT
ATTORNEY?
No, but it very likely to improve both the quality of the application and
the strength of your granted patent. The scope of protection conferred
by a patent is assessed predominantly by the wording of the claims.
The language is crafted specifically to achieve the broadest protection
possible in light of the prior art. Patent Attorneys have a wealth of
experience of crafting such language. Furthermore, the procedure is
complicated and is heavily dependent on deadlines which require strict
monitoring throughout. Finally, there are often many courses of action
possible during the prosecution and enforcement of a patent, or the
attacking of a competitor’s rights. Some of these options will be flagged
by the Patent Offices you are dealing with, however your Patent Attorney
will be able to walk you through all of the options and the pros and cons
of each, with respect to your commercial objectives.
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NDA

HOW DO I OBTAIN
PATENT PROTECTION
WORLDWIDE?
Unfortunately, a worldwide patent is not available. The best route
for comprehensive protection worldwide is to file an International
Application (PCT Application) which is effectively a placeholder for
patents in each country or region. This option allows some of the
prosecution to be done in the ‘International Phase’ before particular
countries or regions of interest are selected for the ‘National/Regional
Phase’. There are many benefits to this route if you are seeking protection
worldwide, the main benefits being the offsetting of costs until around
two and a half years from filing before having to decide which countries
you are interested in and search and examination can be performed in
the International Phase, putting the application in a better form to reduce
prosecution costs in each individual country or region in the National/
Regional Phase. Please see our guide to International Patents for more
detailed information on this route.
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